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State of South Dakota
SEVENTY-EIGHTH SESSION

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY, 2003

930I0111
HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION  NO.   1014

Introduced by: Representatives Garnos, Juhnke, Lintz, and Rhoden and Senators Koskan and
Nachtigal

A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION, Urging the Game, Fish and Parks Commission to consider1

programs to allow landowners to purchase and resell certain big game hunting licenses.2

WHEREAS, South Dakota possesses a wealth of fish and wildlife and other outdoor3

resources that have played a long and important role in our state's social and economic history4

and continue to enhance the quality of life of our citizens; and5

WHEREAS, hunting, including big game hunting, is a traditional part of our way of life and6

has provided recreation, sustenance, and good memories for generations of South Dakota7

residents and visitors to our state. Hunting has been a mainstay of South Dakota's economy for8

many years, and resident and nonresident hunters continue to generate significant income for9

South Dakota landowners and businesses; and10

WHEREAS, parts of South Dakota's agricultural economy continue to face economic11

hardship and are searching for ways to diversify their activities and to make the most of their12

economic resources; and13

WHEREAS, the provision of prime hunting opportunities for resident and nonresident14

sportsmen is one activity that can provide a valuable opportunity for many South Dakota15
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landowners; and1

WHEREAS, many western states currently allow landowners to purchase big-game hunting2

licenses on a limited basis and resell them to hunters for use on the landowner's property. This3

practice allows landowners to offer premium hunting to guests without reducing big game4

licenses or hunting opportunities for other resident hunters; and5

WHEREAS, South Dakota law currently prohibits the transfer of hunting licenses and6

restricts the availability of big game licenses, leaving landowners uncertain of whether licenses7

will be available for potential customers who would hunt on their land; and8

WHEREAS, a transferrable big game hunting license program would enable landowners to9

plan with certainty and allow them to schedule hunts on their property to make full use of their10

economic resources; and11

WHEREAS, revenues from transferrable big game hunting licenses for landowners could be12

used to improve hunting access and hunting opportunities for South Dakota hunters:13

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the House of Representatives of the Seventy-14

eighth Legislature of the State of South Dakota, the Senate concurring therein, that the South15

Dakota Legislature urges the Game, Fish and Parks Commission to give careful consideration16

and study to the establishment of a transferrable big game hunting license program that would17

allow landowners to market licenses to their clients in a manner that would not lessen hunting18

opportunities for South Dakota residents and would use program revenues to provide for19

additional hunting access for South Dakotans; and20

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Game, Fish and Parks Commission is requested to21

report to the 2004 Legislature on the feasibility and characteristics of potential transferrable big22

game hunting license programs.23


